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Impact Assessment Form and Action Table 
(Expand the boxes as appropriate, please see guidance to assist with completion) 

Why are you completing the Impact Assessment? 

Proposed New 
Policy or Service 

 
� 

Change to Policy or 
Service 

MTFP or Paper Service Review or 
SCC Change 
Programme 

 
 

Title are you completing the Impact 
Assessment on (which policy, service, 
MTFP reference, cluster etc)? 

Somerset Minerals Plan: Preferred Options 

Risk Rating Green (low risk) 

Section 1 – Description of what is being impact assessed 

The impacts assessed are those from the policies proposed in the Preferred Options 
of the emerging Somerset Minerals Plan 
 

Section 2A – People or communities that are targeted or could be affected (for 
Equalities - taking particular note of the Protected Characteristic listed in action table) 

All areas of Somerset could be affected by the strategy because it covers the whole of 
the county; however, some areas may be more affected than others because minerals 
can only be worked where they occur; for example, for aggregates this means a 
concentration of activity in the Mendip Hills (particularly the East Mendips). 
 
Businesses in the minerals industry are key users of the Strategy, plus a broad range 
of third sector organisations (including environmental groups), Parish Councils, other 
businesses and interested/affected local residents. 
 

Section 2B – People who are delivering the policy or service 

The County Council as Minerals Planning Authority is responsible for adopting new 
minerals planning policy (drafted by the Minerals and Waste Policy team and approved 
by the Cabinet Member for Economic Development, Infrastructure and Innovation). 
New policy sets the strategic direction, in particular in spatial terms, of minerals 
planning for Somerset. 
 
Delivery against the Development Management policies, in terms of proposals, is the 
responsibility of the developer(s)/industry enforced by the Minerals Planning Authority. 
 

Section 3 – Evidence and data used for the assessment (Attach documents where 
appropriate) 

Impacts of the proposed policies on habitats are assessed via the Habitat Regulations 
Assessment (available separately). The HRA is itself reviewed by Natural England. 
 
Sustainability Assessment prepared by an independent consultancy (available 
separately – incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment) reviews the broader 
sustainability considerations and helps to outline and justify the preferred policies. 
 
The policies have been developed in an iterative way, informed by relevant research 
and public consultation on different issues and options. 
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A new range of evidence base papers have been prepared, such as a Strategic Sites 
Assessment (compiled by Land Use Consultants) and – more recently – a new series 
of Minerals Topic Papers that summarise relevant research in an accessible way. At 
the time of preparing the Preferred Options, the Minerals and Waste Policy team has 
drafted Minerals Topic Papers on building stone, safeguarding and restoration. Other 
Topic Papers are underway on Peat, Aggregates and Energy Minerals. 
 
Turning to public engagement, consultations on minerals policy have been in line with 
SCC's adopted Statement of Community Involvement. Alongside relevant businesses 
and other planning authorities, the team consulted with a number of environmental 
interest groups, religious organisations and groups targeting specific demographic 
characteristics (such as young and older people in our community). Feedback from 
formal consultations has been submitted via formal representations (by letter, email 
and the County Council website) and via public events such as Parish meetings. 
 
The development of minerals policy has been monitored and reported on annually via 
the preparation of a Minerals and Waste Annual Monitoring Report (available to read 
at www.somerset.gov.uk/mineralsandwaste) 
 
All relevant papers are posted when publicly available via the County Council's 
website: www.somerset.gov.uk/mineralsandwaste 
 

Section 4 – Conclusions drawn about the impact of the proposed change or new 
service/policy (Please use prompt sheet for help with what to consider):  

Key issues to be fed into relevant Action Table 

Equality 

No impacts identified. 
 

Health and Safety 

The County Council has limited remit to consider health & safety issues associated 
with minerals sites. A range of mechanisms and regulations are in place, in particular 
those managed by the Health & Safety Executive, to address H&S issues. Focusing 
on minerals policy, the Preferred Options document does, in particular, touch on H&S 
issues and responsibilities in the section on "dormant" sites in the aggregates chapter. 
 

Sustainability 

The Sustainability Appraisal report is an invaluable tool when reviewing sustainability 
impacts of the proposed policies and will inform the subsequent preparation of the pre-
submission Somerset Minerals Plan. 
 

Community Safety 

At this stage no community safety impacts are anticipated; however, as the plan is 
implemented, the assessment should be revisited. 

Privacy 

To date no privacy impacts have been identified.  
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Section 5 – After consideration please state your final recommendations based on the 
findings from the impact assessment. Also include any examples of good practice and 
positive steps taken. 

To proceed to publication of the Preferred Options and consider feedback from that 
consultation in preparing the pre-submission Somerset Minerals Plan. 
 

Section 6 - How will the assessment, consultation and outcomes be published and 
communicated? E.g. reflected in final strategy, published. What steps are in place to 
review the Impact Assessment 

The assessment will be published on the County Council website, alongside all other 
documents relating to the Somerset Minerals Plan – see 
www.somerset.gov.uk/mineralsandwaste 
 
The Preferred Options consultation will be published and communicated via the 
County Council website and corporate consultation software, and will also be made 
available in District and Borough Council Offices, and all County Libraries.  Relevant 
Parish and District meetings will be attended and information communicated and 
public drop in sessions may be organised. 
 
To help inform residents, who live in close proximity to mineral workings, of the 
consultation, small postcards will be circulated which include details of the 
consultation. 
 
The outcomes of the consultation will be published on the County Council’s website 
and communicated through future consultations on the Somerset Minerals Plan; and 
the Impact Assessment will be reviewed before starting the next phase of consultation 
on the county's emerging minerals policy. 
 

Completed by: Guy Robinson, Interim Minerals & Waste Policy 
Manager 

Date 06 December 2012 

Signed off by:   

Date  

Compliance sign off Date  

To be reviewed by: (officer name)  

Review date:  

Version  Date  
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Equality Impact Assessment Issues and Action Table 

Identified issue drawn 
from your 
conclusions  

Actions needed – can you 
mitigate the impacts? If 
you can how will you 
mitigate the impacts? 

Who is responsible 
for the actions? 

When will the 
action be 
completed? 

How will it be 
monitored? 

What is the 
expected outcome 
from the action? 

Age 

 None     

Disability 

 None     

Gender Reassignment 

 None     

Marriage and Civil Partnership 

 None     

Pregnancy and Maternity 

 None     

Race (including ethnicity or national origin, colour, nationality and Gypsies and Travellers) 

 None     

Religion and Belief 

 None     

Sex 

 None     

Sexual Orientation 

 None     

Other (including caring responsibilities, rurality, low income, Military Status etc) 

 None     
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Health and Safety, Sustainability, Community Safety Impact Assessment Issues and Action Table 

Areas of increased 
risk drawn from your 
conclusions  

Actions needed – can you 
mitigate the impacts/risk? 
If you can how will you 
mitigate the impacts? 

Who is responsible 
for the actions? 

When will the 
action be 
completed? 

How will it be 
monitored? 

What is the 
expected outcome 
from the action? 

Health and Safety Issues and Action Table 

None      

      

Sustainability Issues and Action Table 

Issues and risks 
identified via 
Sustainability Appraisal 
(SA) and Habitat 
Regulations 
Assessment (HRA) 

Review SA and HRA and 
respond to the issues raised 
when preparing the pre-
submission Somerset 
Minerals Plan 

SCC's Minerals and 
Waste Policy team 

Spring 2013 Via SA and HRA of 
the pre-submission 
Plan 

A sound and more 
sustainable 
Somerset Minerals 
Plan 

      

Community Safety Issues and Action Table 

At this stage no 
community safety 
issues or risks are 
anticipated; however, 
as the plan is 
implemented, the 
assessment should be 
revisited. 

To be reviewed on 
implementation 

SCC's Minerals and 
Waste Policy team 

As the Plan 
advances 
through to 
adoption 

Via annual 
monitoring as 
appropriate 

To ensure that the 
impacts of the Plan 
are clear and 
appropriately 
managed. 
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Privacy Issues and Action Table 

To date no privacy 
issues or risks have 
been identified  
 

Keep under review SCC's Minerals and 
Waste Policy team 

   

      

 


