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This plan is for Special Educational Needs and/or Disability
(sometimes called SEND for short). It tells you how we want to
make things better for you.
The people who work together are called the Somerset SEND
Partnership. The people in this group work at or in:
Somerset County Council
NHS Somerset
Schools
Somerset Parent Carer Forum

We want you to live in a world where: ‘You can move through the
world without having to force your way through it.’
The plan has four areas:

Working together we will:
Work with you and your family in
a clear way.
Make it easy for you to tell us
what you think.
Bring the people that help you
together to do the best for you.
Help you and your family to
understand your choices.

We will help you as early as
possible by:
Giving training and advice to
people who help you.
Provide support and help for
people with different needs.

We will help you to 		
access the right support
So that you are as healthy as you
can be. If you have autism and/
or a learning disability you are
supported at home.
You will get reports when you
need them so that you do not
have to pay for them.
By making more special 		
help available.

We will help you to prepare
for the future by
Making a plan with you.
Supporting you to be able to do
things on your own as much as
you can.
Making sure people that help
you give you choices about
education, employment 		
or training.
Helping you to be a healthy
grown up.

Why are these our themes?
Before we chose the themes, we spoke to parent carers, young
people and people who work in schools, the council and NHS. We
listened to what was said and used this to help us.
Our SEND Charter is a tool that helps with our decisions, it was
also written with children, young people and their families.

The Somerset Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND) 0-25 charter
Our vision
All SEND practitioners become Leaders of SEND, working together to
ensure that we consider and involve children and young people with SEND
and their families in everything we do and deliver excellent child and
family centred provisions across Somerset.
The SEND Charter is not about creating new structures or services, but
establishing a cohesive, collaborative SEND provision delivered jointly by
all partners. We will commit to providing high quality SEND provision by:
Ensuring our services and staff are accessible and approachable,
supporting the use of universal language wherever possible
Working collaboratively in an open, honest and transparent way
Nurturing and encouraging positive, flexible and solution focused
attitudes
Working and thinking creatively in a structured and organised way

We have worked with children and young people with SEND and
their families to understand what is important to live a happy life.
They have identified seven important outcomes, which together
spell the word ACHIEVE.

Ambitious
I have confidence to do the things I
care about and am interested in

Connected
Have relationships with people who
are important to me

Healthy
Access health and wellbeing
support when I need it

Informed
I have the information I need to
make good choices

Educated
Access education and opportunities
for lifelong learning

Valued
Be heard, have choices and have
control over my life

Employed
Or have access to money

The outcomes need three things which are at the heart of 		
our plan:

Empowerment
Children and young people can
ACHIEVE their ambitions and
aspiration, if given the right
opportunities and support.

Early Intervention
The earlier children, young people
and their families can access
information and support, the more
likely it is that they will ACHIEVE
better outcomes in the future.

Collaboration
We ACHIEVE better outcomes for
children, young people, and their
families if we work together.

